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ANOMALOUS ERUPTION.
History of a very rare and anoma-lous Eruption which appears to
be connected with important
Changes in the System
By Chandler Robbins, M.D.
In his excellent treatise on Cholera
Infantum, Dr. Devvees enume-
rates among the symptoms which
mark a fatal issue of the disease,
an eruption of a very peculiar cha-
racter. His words are these :—
" As death approaches, a gradu-
al aggravation of symptoms takesplace ; and there is one, which, as
far as we have observed, has al-
ways proved fatal : it is a crystal-
line eruption upon the chest, of an
immensity of watery vesicles, of a
very minute size. The best idea
we can convey of the appearance
of this eruption, is to imagine a
vast collection of vesicles, appa-
rently produced by flirting an equal
number of very minute drops orparticles of boiling water, and
each particle producing its vesicle.
We first pointed out this appear-
ance to our friend Dr. Physick, in
the year 1794, in the disease now
under consideration ; and subse-
quenlly, under like circumstances,
to Dr. Rush ; both of whom ac-
knowledged the eruption new to
them.
" This symptom may readily
escape observation, if not looked
for ; it requires that the surface on
which it has spread itself should
be placed between the eye and the
light, and viewed nearly horizon-
tally."
The eruption thus minutely de-
scribed by Dr. Devvees, and not,
I believe, by any other author, Ihave seen once. It was in everyparticular precisely the same, but
occurred under circumstances so
different, that a record of the case
may be useful in warning us not tobe too precipitate in founding our
prognosis on this single symp-
tom.
On the 17th of August, 1821, I
was called to S. C, a little girl 4
years of age. She was laboring
under symptoms of decided Hydro-
cephalus, in its second stage. She
sat in a chair as I entered the room,
moving her head and body back-
ward and forward slowly but con-
stantly, and continued to do this
during the whole of my visit. Ilearnt that for the last day or two
she had done the same thing, with-
out ceasing, from morning till night,
and manifested great unwillingnessto move or be moved from her posi-
tion, to speak, eat or drink. Herbowels were costive, countenancepallid, and pupils permanently di-lated. It was a case, in fact,
which bore itself more distinctlyfrom a case of worms, than any
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one of the same disease I have
ever seen.
This little girl was several
weeks under treatment, but grew
slowly worse, until at last she was
unable to move herself in bed.
Not able to construct any further
plan of treatment which could pro-
mise any good, I requested a con-
sultation, the result of which was
a perfect agreement as to the hy-drocéphalie nature of the case, and
a decided opinion that she was no
longer a subject for medical
treatment.
In this state the case was left,
and no alteration for better or worse
was discernible in the patient for
several weeks. At length, I re-
ceived a message from Mrs. C.
that her daughter had spoken, and
a request that I would call and see
her. She replied to several ques-
tions, and the eye looked less life-
less than when last visited. On
examination, I found the whole
chest covered thickly with an erup-
tion, most accurately described in
the foregoing extract from Dr.
Dewees. It was first discovered
by the touch, and on admitting a
strong light, the chest had such an
appearance as would be given it if
hundreds of pearls, about half the
size of a pin's head, had been cut in
halves and placed thickly on the
skin ; no redness or soreness was
distinguishable. This eruption, to
me so novel, continued to spread
till the neck, shoulders and arms
were entirely covered with it ; and
the symptoms of the disease gradu-
ally abated from the morning of
its appearance.
This girl I saw, about six years
afterwards, as strong and healthy
a child as any we meet.
Remarks.
In this history I have not enu-
merated the symptoms, nor detail-
ed the modes of treatment, for the
former were so decided as to leave
no doubt of the character of the
disease, and the latter so varied
and unsuccessful, as to be of little
interest or importance. Nature
effected the cure. What agency
the eruption had in promoting this
cure, and how this agency was ex-
erted, are points which, after much
reflection, are yet to me exceed-
ingly indefinite.
Very little attention appears to
have been given to the precise
modes in which natural cures are
effected. The only attempt at a
classification of these modes has
been made very recently by Mr.
Mackenzie, of Glasgow, who di-
vides the processes of what we may
call Nature's Therapeutics, into
five classes.*
The first class of means employ-
ed by Nature to remove disease,
act with such rapidity as to elude
our notice of their modus operandi,
—we cannot detect the processes
by which the cure is effected.
Thus pain ceases, spasm is relaxed,
and so on. This, therefore, is re-
garded by Mr. M. as the cure by
" cessation."
The second mode is by "revo-
lution of functions." This is illus-
trated in measles, vaccinia, and in
intoxication. The alcohol first
stimulates the circulation, stupor
succeeds, and then comes on free
excretions by the kidneys, lungs,
and skin, by which the alcohol is
eliminated, and the system relieved
from its stimulus.
The next method is effected by
the " revolutions of time," as illus-
trated by periodical occurrences
in the system.
The fourth class is denominated
" natural surgery," as in the union
* A sketch of Dr. Mackenzie's views
 was presented in this Journal, JNo. 13,
vol. 2.—Ed.
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of wounds by the first intention, the
restoration of parts by granulation,
and the removal of injurious sub-
stances by suppuration or absorp-
tion.
The last method enumerated, is
" the conversion of one disease into
another" which is more easily or
speedily relieved,—as the conver-
sion of dropsy into diarrhoea, head-
ach into hemorrhage, &c.
In this last class, (which is, per-
haps, the one illustrated in the
case I have related,) Nature has
already been imitated with infinite
advantage. How far a closer ob-
servation, a clearer division, and
a more systematic study of Natural
Therapeutics, might aid the pro-fession in the good work we have
undertaken, is a promising subject
for reflection and inquiry.
II.
Abridged from the Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour.
DISFIGURING THE COUNTENANCE WITH
SULPHURICACID
By R.Christison, M.D. F.R.S.E. &c.
The disfiguring or maiming the
countenance by the throwing of
corrosive liquids over it, isa crime
of recent origin in this country.
It appears to have been first prac-
tised in the manufacturing districtsduring the disputes which took
place a few years ago between
workmen and masters regarding
the rate of wages ; at least, it was
first heard of in Scotland under
these circumstances. Several de-
plorable instances having occurred
at Glasgow of this malignant and
cowardly mode of gratifying re-
venge, the present Lord Advocate,
in applying for a bill to extend to
Scotland the Ellenborough act
against wounding and maiming, alsointroduced a clause which classed
with such crimes the offence in
question, and awarded for it thepunishment of death.
In Glasgow, since the passing of
this act, no instance has occurred
of the crime against which it is di-
rected. But besides the case I
am about to relate, which happen-
ed at Edinburgh, it appears from
the London newspapers for Octo-
ber and November last, to have
been twice committed during these
months in the metropolis ; once out
of revenge, and again by a shoplift-
er for the purpose of blinding the
shopman and preventing pursuit.
It is a crime, indeed, which, now
that its existence is generally
known, I fear the authorities may
often have to deal with ; for it pre-
sents several peculiar temptations
to the unprincipled and revengeful
to commit it. There can be but
one opinion as to its enormity and
the fitness of the punishment which
will now await it in this part of
the kingdom.Hugh Macmillan, and his wife,
Eupheniia Lawson, were indicted
under the statute alluded to, on the
17th of December, 1827, for
maiming, disfiguring and disabling
Archibald Campbell, by throwing
sulphuric acid over him on the
17th of the previous October. The
indictment likewise contained a
separate charge of murder against
them ; but for reasons to be men-
tioned presently, this charge was
afterwards departed from by the
public prosecutor.The facts of the general evi-
dence by which the crime was
brought home to the female prison-
er, were the following :—TheMacmillans, who lived in the same
stair with Campbell, had long been
on bad terms with him ; and a few
days before he met with the acci-
dent the woman was bound over to
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